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TESI FIRINGS

39

<{ Test f lr tngs .yere eonduceda on itune 11r'1958, using r etcapoTr and
annunition aupplled by thc Lcg Angeles Pollce Departnent rt bclng
of the mogt nearly ldentlcal oanufacture poeelblc to that of thc
latrl ueapon. An aroa adJaccnt to the tlri,ng rtngs on thc Lo.
Argeles Pollce Acadeny was uti l lzed. Pcrgonnel 'conslcted of
Drs. Holtonay and Noguchl, l'{r. Dellaync wolfer rnil Sgt. Htlll,an
J.' tee. Prcllnlnery rtudies'were (,rlth a' terget ccrposed of e
tingle layer of nuslln over 3,/8 lnch (9 nnl iyps,rr! board.
the nuzzle tlii perpendicular to the target rurllss. other*lrc noted.

t f!'rn contact flrlng shors a clrcular'defect about 3/8 lnch
(9 ml I,n dtaneter, gurrounded by e ecitcertric zone of porrdcr
{eposlt{on about 7/8 Inch (22 wl in dlar,reter and gonetLncs having
a aulti-lamlnar configuratl.on at the peripberyi, these a=e on the
outer gurface of the ouslin. Also evident on the under surfacc

. la a co:reentrlc zone of pale soot deposit ioa about 3 lnches (?.5 cml
ln dlane.ter.

At a |rltt Lnch nuzzle distanc.e, the:re J.s a S/LG W l/1 Inc}l.'(7.5 r
, 6.unl defect trith tranisvere e rlpping of the fabric over a zont!

l-L/z lnches (3.8 crnl Ln length and about evenlir divlded bllaterally.
: .A1sop resen t l ' sa9oncea t r i bzonao fde r . se ' da rkg rayd i sco1o r .a t i on

one Lncir (2,5 el) ln dianeter with irregular "clouding' wlthln a- 
, aoDe up to 2-l/2 l .nches (5.3 clr) ln dianeter. Several falnt

radlal'mudges are identtfiei as cortesponCing roughly with the
. lns*n land-ind-gloo'ye characLeriatics of tJne test weapoe. . ;

t flring at t/2 lnch ror"1. dlstance is' sinilar in coafiguratlon
except fcr the absence of rippiitE o'. tlre target fabric arrd abscnce' of laud-a-nd-groove 'puffs. ' Vlsually detected paed,er resldue Is
plcsert in a zone having.a raximun dianeter.of about 6 lnches-
(15  o ) .

1

Lt one lnch distance there ls the u=ual central defect and d'ense
buE conparatlvely homogeneous sruudging up to' a radius of 1-5,/8
Lnches i l .Z Er.;:). '

A firtng at 2 inch muzzle dlstance shous fairly horucAeaeous but
qgagaratlvely lighte; eurudjlng up to a .radius of 2-l/4 Lnchee
{5.5 cn) .  Dlscrebe ta i , toc par t , ic le :  arc  noqr  seen ln  a centra l
zone up to 7/8 lnch :tz.Z cnj ln ra€_i,-is.

Tlre 3lnch dlstance f lr lng sho:,rs pale rno.-t l ing oi powder rebldue
withln a radlus up to 2-L74 in:hei (5.5 cnl, is well  as f lnely
dispersed powder granules up to a raCj.us of sbsut l-3/4 inchea
( i l .  4  ou)  .

et I lnches there, ls a palc croudglng zone up' Zo L-3/4. inchci
({.1 cn) la radl.us. In-eharp con'-r ist, dtslrete powcler tattoo
Partl,cles are ldeatlflcd olrt to a radiuE as nuch as 2 incheg (5 cra).
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Q  ? e o p l e ' s  : i  l s  a  b l a c k  a n d  w h l t e  p h o t o 3 r ' a p h ,

P e ^ n ' l  p r s  F . r h { h . t i s  5 5  e i i  i 7  a r e  l n  c o l o r .

C o r r . l r i  v n r r  I  u q  q l n  . l  + .  t h e r e  r . , : =  c  . . . ) F . 1 . t n r r . l  , t Fv v q r u , t v f ,  ,  o 4 r ,  r -  4  P r L . . . " - * * :

I
reason so  fa r  as  vou l , ' e re  concerned or  r , " r l th  resDecf  to  lne

a c c u r a c y  o f  y o u r  e x p e r l r n e n i  w h y  y o u  r e q u l r e d  C o l o r e d

n l . , ^ t . r d n . - , l r q  {  n  E K  q n d  q 7 9
L : L  l v  u r . u  /  |  .

A  f n  l n e  c a : e  o f  E x h l b t t s  5 6  a n d  5 7  y o u  w e r e

d e a l l r o ' . + ' l  t h  a n  u n . { T l o w n .r l u  r ' ^

I4R .  C00PEn :  t r /1 th  a  what  ?

THE f  iT i iESS:  A . r r  unknown f ron  bhe : ; tanc tDo ln t  tha t  r te

d o  n c t  k - n c , r s  j . i - ,  b e c e u s e  o f  L h e  t l t r s r i e  t n e r e ,  ' . r l t h o r r t  s e e 1 n 6  ]
l

1 t ,  i ' i - . e ' ; h , 3 r  o r '  i l o t  1 t  w a s  a c f u a l l j ,  t h e r e ,  s o  c o l o r  l r i c l l c . r t e t r i

Lh . i L  : - : r t u  noL  o ' ) . . c  o f  h i ; ' r '  n l aL : r . L . r i .  r t  i i r r r  . 1 , : aL r - : s  1 ; r . :  L : ; : s i c

. roC  r  on re  l o re lg r r  n race r l i ,  I  t h , r t  1s  nc ! .

i l c o d  o r  s o n e i l - r 1 n g  e l e e ,  s o  t h e

i :  e s : c . n t 1 a l  f r c m  t h e  s b a r , o p o l r i t  o 1 '

t a t , t c o  p C r . ' , t  : : . n  e : L c i

b l - a c . . ,  J . !  l r . r . : ) r b  , , { - r

C O I O f ' . \ j  . i r : t , i ( t  1 I '  : , ' .

F L -  K ^ , 1 , .  r ^ . 1  F t . ,L n e  D O ( : j '  ( : i l U  L l ) e  r .  I .

2 l

;

, -1'
i 2 3 . 1
l l\ l

% l
' . , . .  '
2s'- I

i

I l  t h , - ' e a s e  o f  o u r  e x p e r l n c . n t  1 t  1 s : r o m e L h l r r g

r i l  f  f o  r . n n t -

\ { E Y  , / ? ,  F I I  i S :  A t  t h e  t t r , r +  y o r r  I  - r t  r r n e d  t h e

o a r t l c u f  a r  f l - r ' l n ; ;  . - ' x ! e r ' 1 : l r e n i .  : i  r v n l c n  5 B  i s  r  p ' t o t o ; r a . p h ,
!

a s  1 1 1 u s f ; r a f  1 ' / e ,  i l d  y o u  )  j e  L - i e  3 , - 1 ' 1  .  ? e c p I e ' s  c  1 n  e v l d 3 n c e l ?

A  No ,  v re  o ld  n rD  r r se  t hJ_s  gun .  ! , ' e  used  a  gun
_\_* - --

l + h 1 c h  i ; a s  t h :  e 1 a 1 c  l a k e  t n d  i ; . c . t q : L  a n i  ' n L : h l r  a  v e r y  c l o s e

se r l a l  D ' Jn . i , r c r  c l  t l - r i s  , capon .  . r . i  t h i t  ! , a r t 1c : . l a i '  t l r r r e

Lh9  Cu : t  h ' as  1 : ' l  r Jhs  3o r . r : i  ex i : 1b1 ts  anc i  was  una .va l I ab le  f o r
'---- -- -.- ----.--,-_:_

t t e

I

l



u)

I

2

3

4

5

6

8

I

t 0

1 I

r 2

t 3

1 i

l 6

l l

l 8

l 9

20

2 r

22

23

'13

26

Y-- -
/  

-  q  . l ; t r  1  r ro  c  Lce ( -  ) ou  s i i r c  1 ' cu  uscc  eno  L i rux

revo l vc r  s i - r r l i r r . Ln  pacL . , rn ,  s i : : e  a r rd  rnekc  and  mode i  i -< r

L e o p l e ' 6  i : x , r r - 5 i : :  I ' o .  u ' i ( *,]-t L .u zL $^Jr-^- 9-"''.'\'

?  r ' y ' , i  i t a v e  s i n c c  n c c r :  ; l  c a m l .  a r i s u n  D c a ' , . ; c c r - f  f r i t e

r e v o l v e r  c h a c  y c i . :  u E c o  e i r < j  . L ' c ,  l l r r r s  i - x h j ' , r i E  , \ l o .  [ '  r . l r . , r c  l s

l n  c v l u e : r c e  i c r  t l r c ; , ' : r 1 , o r e  o f  c i i l t : ! l : n ] i n i a ;  t i i : , i ' . i r ' - r ' , - , !  r - i r ; t  I

t h i s  r r a k t : s  L [ . r .  i f l . . ' r .  L . : . ; { -  i - i l ; : - c r . t  i '
\ ' l

A  I  h L s  r v c t r l C  b "  i : . , c . , . i o i " \  ,  i l i o ,  I -  i r s v r :  l : .  , .

"/T h c  r . : v o  l v c r  r ; o s  n o  t  i . r v . i  i  l a i : 1  : .

I o u  s e v  l E  w a s n r L  ; o s g l b l c  c o
<a u s e  f , i l e  ! r . r . , r o l v e i

c i - l a c  w a g  i n  e v i c t e i r c e ?

a

Y.jr__

Yc , :  cou l , j  h i . r ' z c  l ; . r i ; Ln  e  cou fL  o fde t?

- - ; > i - f E  r l 0 r , . . i :  . , h e u  i ' o , r  r r l , f r i : ; o  r e y  l r a s  u i r a L  f o :  c r - , ; ' . i-/ - _ .. " _
huu"  , , rp l l l1 l  a  ccu i rc  o r t t , ; r .  i ' i :ac  i s  as  . r .a r :  r rs  yo !

c c u l c  i o .  o i  c c r . r s c ..----.......=---

l ' 3 .  C i r - ; - I i :  6 u E  r . ' o r r l : r i - r r l :  C i l . :  C ( , u r C  C a k c  j u J l c l i t i  l c C l

o f f  i r r  i a c t  l E  ' . i .  u  i c  L , r :  8 r a ! l ' - c u ?

Ti j :_r:$i :  ac! t . . ln ly.

a  L Y  l i . .  C a . i L R ;  L ! c  y o r . t  m a k . : 8 n  i r i ' J I i c r i j . c n  f c r

s  C c u r E  o r d u r ' l
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I  cs l (e ' j  f c r  t i r . :  [ un  Lc  bc  re leasec . l  t . o

i,!9i_ .i 19_:qiL_es_.t r

I  a s l : e d  C h e  D i . l u r . t c E  A t { . o r n e y r s

Y o u  r , i e a n  t h e y  r ; a l d t t N o , ' o r  t h a c lu  vrou ld

l l t ) e L  a r c  t b e  c o l . c r n n c e s  ; o u  h e v e  a t l c q c < j ?

I  i . u v '  a i " l o r . ; . : C  i n  t , r i s  i n c ! a n c e  a  g o o d  C o r r 5 i c

a c c r i . r . - c l < c  *  1 r . , r i , t  r : r c  r a n ! . : s  o f  c e l . c u l a C l o r r ,

c . x 1  ! ; i n  u L e t ?

C c i c a l ; r l y .

r . , i ' : ; r  i  r ' s y  s l .  l ; r i - r x r . : r a : t l y  o i ) e  i . o c h ,  w l  : c n  y c u :

SY--J

1i''-:-'''
Of f  lcc . ! ; . r l j  z

: /

D C cOO Oi . :Ch Ero ; :b  le  ?

l . ' c  l l ,  1 c  1 6  h e a r s . r y .
n(

n 1 / c I L ,  l f  h c  v , r a n ; s  L o o b j e c E  r o  1 i ,  h e  c o n .

I  q : .s- - I r ld  thnt  ; . :h . .  g ' . :n  l . 'outd not  bc

i? I j ny  f u r i l r , : r  c r_ . r cs  ua : i l  t h i y  h i J  a  Cc r , r r t  o rd r j i

c p I l r D v e c j  b y  C i ; - I c r e D t  c a u c s c l _  a s : L r c f t . ? r ) . ;  c : : r r :  r r t . ;

a n l /  C i . " ' e  C h . r t  i . l , : y  c o r : l d  g e ;  l t  { r i , i ) r o V e d .  T I r a t  w a r  n y

r . n d c r s t € n ( l l n A .

. \ , ' . -w ,  l s  l c  you . r  o ! - i ; r ion ,  c l id  y , )u  s i ) . :  l  i t l i

I  r  r , ^ . ,

a n d  l s

a
i l t e  S a t n e  C r j S C  t , l . i : i , : ! r ' t  d S  P r : : . .  i e ' S  l , : h i b l U  f l C ,  6 ?

O  l c s ,  w t c h t n  a l - r a j  E o l c r a n c c s  C l r a c  I  h a v e

a I  lower i .
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K .  S p e c i a l  E x l r i b i t  l 0  h ; r s  " r l  9 - . 5 2 1 - 1  6 6  l i e n n c d y  b r r l t c t  c o n r p : r r i s . n ' l

w r i t t c n  o n  i t  : r t  t h e  t o p  o f  t l r e  c n v c l o p c  a n d  t ' \ V o l f c r  S . I .  D .  r r  a t  t l r c  b g t t o r n .

I t  c o n ( a i n s  t w o  4 r r  x  5 ,  b l a c k  a n d  l ' h i t e  p l r o t o  n c g a t i v c s  a n d  f o u r  c o n t a c t

p r r n t s  t h e r e f r o r n .  I n  t h c  S p c c i a l  l l c a r i n g  t r r - n s c r i p t  o n  p a g c  5 5  l i n c s  l . l

a n d  ? 6 ,  t l r e  w i t n e s s ,  1 , v o l ( c r ,  i d e n t i f i e .  t ' h o  b r r t t . t s  i n  t h i s  c o r n p a r i s o n

p h o l o r n i c r o g r a p l t  a s  P e o  E x .  4 7  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  t e s t  b u l l e t s .  E x a r n i n a t i o n

n e g a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  f i l r n  i d c n t i f i c a t i o n  n o t c h e s  i n  t h c  u p p e r  l e f t  p o s i t i o n .

L -  o n  t h c  q u e s t i o n  o f  w l r e t l r e r  o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  g u ' w a s  u s e d

t o  f i r e  a n y  o f  t l r e  e v i d e n c e  b u l l e t s ,  t h e  f a c t  t l i a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  v i c t i n r  b u l l e t s  w i t h ' t h e  s i r h a n  g u n  l e a v e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n

o p e n  -  l l o w c v e r ,  t h e  r e  i s  n o  s u b s t a ' t i v e  e v i d e ' c e  t h r o u g h  t h e

e x a r n i n a t i o n s  t o  d a t e  t o  s u g g e s t  t ) r a t  a  s e c o n d  g u n  i s  i n v o l v e d .  T h e

s i r n i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  P e o  E x .  4 7  a n d  5 4  a r r d  b e i r , r ' e e n  P e o  E x .  5 2  a n d  5 4

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  w i t n e s s  o b s c r v a t i o n s  a n d  u n i f o r r n i t y  o f  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

o f  a l l  b u l l e t s  i n v o l v e d  t e n d  t o  w e i g h  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s e c o n d

g u n  u n l e s s  i t  w e r e  o f  i d e n t i c a l  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  t h e  S i r h a n  g u n -

a n d  u s i n g  a l r u n u r r i t i o n  o f  c l a s s  c h a r : r c t e r i s t i c s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e

S i r h a n  a r n r n u n i l i o n .  

t
v. 4rus-d:ser

I .  R e f e r e r r c e  c o u r t  o r d e r  o n e  t l r r o u g h  f i v e  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t c d  b y

r e  f e  r e  n c e .

2 .  S p e c i a l  I J c a r i n g  T r a n s c r i p t  S e p t c r n b e r  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 7 5  i s

i n c o r p o r a t c d  b y  r e f e  r e r r c e .

3 .  E x a r n i n e r s  h 4 a s t e r  P h o t o  F i l e  i s  i n c o r p o r a t c d  b y  r e f e r e n c e

4 .  B u l l c t  r v o r k s h e e t  ( C o n r n r o n  f o r r n )

5 .  R e c a p i t u l a L i o n  a n d  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  f i n d i n g e  r , r , . i t h  a t t a c h e d  c o m p a r i s o n

works l rec l , s  (Co rn rnon  fo r rn )

6

s h o w s  t h i s  t o  b c  i n c o r r e c t ,  t h c  b w o  b u l l e t s  h a v e  b e e n  d c t e i r n i n e d  t o  b €
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