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Bk, #2-II STATEMENT OF DONALD SCHULMAl, TAKEN BY SIDNEY D. TRAPP, JR.
DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY, TAXEN IN THE OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY, ROOM 113, 424 WORTH SPRING STREET, IOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA, AL 10:OO A.M., ON JULY 23, 1971
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Questions by: Sidney D. Trapp, Jr.
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Frank Patchett, Lieutenant
Los Angeles Pclice Department
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Ios Angeles Police Department
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Fir. Schulmnn, we've caliel you
down here t ; ‘ew gquestions sbout what haopened to
you at the scene nennedy shooting in 1968; some of the
people you've talked to since that time, and some of the

statements you've made since that time.

DONALD SCHULMAN
having been called as a witness, was examined and
as follows:
BY MR. TRAPP:

~g- — I take it -from conversation I just |

heard you relate to one ¢f the Investigators that you do have

a copy of the interview with Ruth Ashton Tsylor?

A Yes, I do.
And you have read the police
interview statement,
Yes, I have.
A1) right,
In addition to the Ruth Ashton

Iaylor interview, I'¢ like to show you somsthi
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. A TUTTHESS EXAMINES DOCUMENY]
a 1 didn't see the security guard
s | hit Kennedy all three times. That's —— that's, you lnow —-
. [REPORTER REQUESTS CILARIFICATION]
- Oh, excuse me. I never said that
. i a security guard, as stated here [ INDICATING DOCUMENTS] hit
- Kennedy all three times.
& But, I bave said a security guard
fired back.
14
i Q I see. Now, could we —-
H
'1‘ Calling your attention to the fact
that apparently there's no indication in the Ruth Ashton
17 :
.1 Paylor interview that you saw a security guard fire.
s P el L L R B T
A Uh-~huh,
19
Q But, rather that you saw him draw
20 :
3 his gun - I believe, pull his gun out.
: 21 : . g
Could you tell us exactly what you
22 :
recall now as having happened at the Ambassador, starting
2
first with where you were standing when you heard the first
5 :
shot fired? In other words, would you relate to us what
25
happened?
m .
A From that point. How about if I
27
Just start from the beginning and -—-
28

R



aper bad baon obtawilons 0t 1n Bhe lobhr quite Dobe time.
agied me to girnal them when foennedy wos moing to come in
and when he was molng to lenva,

Yeredy finigshed his speach and he
started to go in the back, back in the partry are And I just
finished %zlking fo Gene an?g [PHONETIC] and Ira Goldstein
very briefly. And he had passed me and 1 hﬂd been pushed along
with the crowd.

The reason that I was following him
was because -- I forgot who, somebody, had mentioned that
Rennedy may be Gtopplng in the Kltchen to talk to a few people.

And E3 thought I would get a good qpot for thn camera Crew.

anauoe you usually, durlng a news atory tne camera crew is

rlght behlnd anythlng that happens. Ana every once in awhlle -4,

I was a runner. dt the tlme. We coula go for somethlng, or

get more fllm, or help them in any way thdt s pou51b1e.

As I recall, a man btepped out and

shot Kpnnedy three tlmes, and *he whole place broke out 1nto

3 panlc. There was a lot of guards around I saw 1 their guns.

Aud one flred back "as I recall, and that's it.

e —— ——

That I then fought my way out of

thare and fhere was a woman who Was bleedlng about the fore-

hnud very oadly. Ana I "emember he;, I thln& I had some of

‘ﬂr blood on my jﬂc«ﬂt, 38 I Leoall or somebody's blood.




"ihet bappened?"

I then relat=d to him on the tape.

And from there I went to -- to
Ruth Ashton Taylor who was on the =ir and she asked me sone
questionse.

From there I -~ No one was zllowed
to leave for quite some time. And I was then asked by KNXT
to go to the hospital Kennedy was at and the —- I was in a
communications car relaying to them what I was told.

From there I went back To the
studio and then was interviewed by Jerry Dunphy, Ralph Story
and Clete Roberts.

7 And then —— I don't recall right
now whether it waé”é dg&rdf two iater, or sometime later,
that I was interviewed by a policeman from the -- or the FBI,
I'm not sure what -- who he said now, at that time.

T was then interviewed by the
police department.

That's about it.

Q I wonder if you could tell us by

soing over there to the board [INDICATING BLACKBOARD] exactly

L]

wher+ you were when the first shot was fired, if you can

recnll the layout of tThe pantry.




LLlf, N Lpptopp do  pomglht S
Iorapeugner acain: & ice

maclilne, an. tners were 511 wipds of Liechto s over the place.
9 h 3

S

And I was oround by the ice mnchin%.

LD. PATCIETT:
¥ennady was right in
here [INDICATING ON DIAG:’AJ‘J
A
T PATGIETT.

And on the map that wou]d be the

gerving table --

-

A I haven't been back there since,
and I hqven't had s chance to rgvigw_agg_of this, but as I
recall rlgh* now, and I'm not really sure, I was somewhere in
.ther area of twenty~elght twenty—seven _there.

! Iﬁ. PATGHET

pTwentyaelght or tmanty—seven?
Yeah. I was around 1n that area.
This would be about even with the

large partltlon?

A That I B I don‘t - I honestlv

don't remember. As I say, I hdven t been bdck thore since.

MR. TRAPP:

This is Just for description

_uxnoaua




e WOL. I fust ==

r

I don't peenlle I¥ Fom boly would sny %o me Pight reuw, "Well,

vou were standing further overe," I couldn't contest it. But

t

I WS jn that aren.

T:-’J' R. TRAPP:
How, did you see the pers
fired the three shots?
A Ho, I did not. I was asked on
the Ruth Ashton Taylor interview if I could identify. I didn't
know it was the suspect, Sirhan Sirhan, until somebody --
Until this day I -- You know, I didn't know what h= looked like
until I'd seen pictures.
Q All right. But, the man —
You said you saw a man pull out a
you see a man pull'out érguné E “

F S Yes, there was. 1t was a guard.

You saw a guard pull out -

Q
A _ Yes,
Q

—— thp gun I,see.

You say here, though [READING FROM
DOCUMENT] , "I saw a man -- Well, i was standing behind him,
8irectly behind ﬁim;ﬁi Saw a man pull out a gun. It looke@
1¢ke he pulled it out from hlg pocket qnd ShOu ‘three tlmes. I
snw 211 three shots hit the Senator. Then I saw the Senator

fall nnd was picked up and carried away." Then you say, "I
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Pophspe ron enn
sour own —-— [HANDING DOCHNLNT 1O WLITHESS]
Well, th=t's —-

Could you explain this?

said, I was first interviewed

by Jeff Brent as I walked cut or ﬁhere. And I had told Jeffr
Brent that I saw the Senator hit three times and that I saw
other guns.

As I recall right now he asked,
"What other guns?"

I said, "I saw security guards pull
out a gun and fire."

When I got to Ruth Ashton I —-
and, you know, even théugh it was a couple minutes difference, |
the response was different. Not a different story, but just
some left out,‘some more detail.

Q Well, now, again referring to your

first paragraph --

A kay. I know what you're looking
for, and -- I should say, I -—— It's Jjust that it was three
years ngo.

Oh, T understand that, bui -—-
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that,
peorle approach ma; Ted
Charach forr onc:. 1 he mentioned this.
And I told him, "Well, this is what
I snid == What I s5aid ig on the Jeif Brent tape, the —— the
Ruth Ashton Taylor interview and CBS materisls.™ I'm --
Ona of the papers in Europe
reported an entirely different story. 4&nd I -- You know, I
don't know how they got that. I don't know how they mis-
interpreted, or what. I Just know -~‘I dtift see everything
that went on at 211, but what I did see, I saw.
N - | Q All right. Well, let me ask you
some questions —-
A Yes, sir.

Q See if you can pin down your

answers; Jjust to my questions.

A Okay, I'm sorry.
Q All right. Now --
That's quite all right. We want
to get as much as you want to give us.
This statement here [READINGI,
"It looked like he pulled it out of his pocket and shot three
times."
Xqu_gaw somebody pull a 8“3m9?f_9f

n pocket and shoot three times, is that right?




ahoot the

I don't know.
gaid, I focused my uttention
moshtly on Senator Kennedy.

Q W=21l, when you —- When you made
this statement to Ruth Ashton Taylor that you saw somebody
shoot three times, had you seen somebody shoot three times?

A I saw the Senator hit three times.
It might hsve been a matter of semantlcs at that point.

Q Well, did you see somebody pull out

& I sew the -— I saw s guard pull

out a gun. I saw several gunu.

q How many guns did you see”
A 1 don' t know.
Q Well, « it two, or three, or more

than two?

1 More than two, but as to a number

X dldn t pay_ nuch attpntlon.
Q And the man who pulled a gun out
of his pocket ——

JiA i dor’t rnca 1 right

«

at this time I was referring to Sirhan.
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perron brare 1t oud
don't rec=li right now.
1 ray nwve at = tine [ i'm bheing confusing to you
but ~-
o, wou're not at all.

just don't recall right now.

Now, did you see someone fire a gun
TrR—

A No, I did not see anyone fire
three timess. 1 saw the Senator hit three times.

”Q  ind could you describe what you

A Well, I saw —— what I saw at the
time, as I recall, wes three-blood splofches.

Q And where was the Senszstor

A One -- Excuse me.

Q Where was the Senator at the time
you saw the three blood splotches?

A Well, he was —— As I -- He was --

- Like I said, everything happened so quickly. But, one minute

he wns standing un ard the next minute he was on his way

And then there was so many reople around him and everything

it wze Just impossible. You wnow what I --




Wdell ——

Q -— three blood splotches?

A Well, here's another thing. I
shouldn't =-~ I'm assuming: row, and it's Jjust -- I don't know
whether he was on his way down, or standing up, or what.

Q Okay.

A And I don't mean to be so ambiguous.
It's just, after all this time, it's just really hard to
recall.

Q 7Tou say you saw the security men
pull out their weapons. Do you recall seeinsg more than one
seeurity man?

T "No, I don't.
Q Then —- then what you -- Is it

fair to say that what you did see was one security man pull

cut his weapon?
A Well, T diq see one, L don't know
if there were sny more at tﬂis time. |
| é iréee.

And you did see him raise his

weapon?

Yea.

411 right.




v a0a a Flaon come
the muznle

Thst 1 don't remenber.

Q Did you heur o sound?
A

Well, there were so many
was like firecrackers going off.‘

Q Can you -~ can you say with cer-
tainty in your own mind thaé that particular security guard
fired a weapon at that time?

A Well, as I said in the past — I
can be pretty sure —- I can be pretty sure that he pulled out
the weapon gnd fired. i can be pretty sure someboly fired
backl-. |
KN Q What was it that you saw to indi-
e e e

A Well, I had thought somebody had —-
Well, this is another -- I'had ﬁhé&gﬁf ééﬁebddy had hit
Sirhan, because 1t all happened so fast.

He was yrl}Lng, "My leg, my leg."
| Apd then everybody was yelling
everything.
And I -~ They said he was -- the
Senator was

And then I saw otilar guns. And the
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13

14

15

16
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N
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of ecireunrstancas o tho v crobs Lt were Tived, plun
Sirhan yelling, "My legs, my leg," that led you to nelieve that
the security guard firel?

A fest, 1t could have been -- 1%
could have been a flash. It could have been other things.
[ike 1 said, things -- It was all -~ happened so guickly.

] All right. Are you absolutely cer-
tain in your mind that you saw that security gun's man --

security man's gun fired?

A I'm pretty sure in my mind, yes.
] wheredbouts was the aecurlt man

standlng at the time you say he flred the gun°

L  He was standing behind the Senator.

Q Anﬂ how many t tlmes dld Qerfirv -
A VWell I S I saw hlmgbnc _

Q You saw hlm shoot hls.gun once? |

A Yeah I saw him flre once.

A Wow, 1t seems a llttle odd to me
that you'd give an interview to Ruth Ashton Taylor where

you'd -- you'd say that you saw Sirhan, in effect, shoot the

Senator three times, or you saw the Senator hit three times,;£;

&

And then in =2 separate statement
you say, "I also saw the security men pull out their weapons."
Kut you wouldn't indicate if they had fired, if at that time

you had seen them fire. I'm wondering --




3

9

A Ve 15 1 3ai veff Brent was the
first one -- as I walked out, he grabbed me. And then Ruth
Ashton Taylor was, oh, minutes sfterwsrds. And it was Just
something that -- For Ruth Ashton Taylor it wzs just something
she didn't ask about and I 4idn't volunteer at that time. .

Later on I also -- In tae police

report I tcld the gentleman whérdidlintérviewrﬁe ﬁﬁat 4
definitely saw the Senator shot three times. At thét time

he insisted, "No, all the reports said he was only shot twice,"

and that I was probably mistaken.

I said, "Well, maybe so, pbut I did
see him shot three times." ‘ |

ind also I said I saw other guns.

And he_informed me, very nicely,
he told me that there had been no other reports of this. And
that in the exéitement he was sure that I had - Vdon't
remember -- recall exactly, but he was sure that had been
mistgken, and théfe was many other witnesses who
there 'that night.

»

P,
180 U

=
T

he revorter
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Sl BT RRLEE WSl ©F bor Bergme Y
S0 L, ast decided Juut -- to Just

stick to what I hod seen snd sryone who, you rnow, wished to
write it down, or whotever they soid, fine -—- those who wished
to any I was mistaken, that wus 211 right with me too. I
Just -- So - .

@ Okay. Your statement was that you
saw the security guard fire back, is that correct?

A Right. I did not tell that to the

policemen. I don't know —- I don't know whether I did or not,

I just szid I saw other guns.

ﬁ#<’ I got to the point where everybody

was telling me I'm out of my mind, aﬁjﬁéy;-becﬁusé he wasn't
shot three times; this, that, and the other. And I just related
th?,s§9€¥:“ I saw their weapons, and the gun fired, and I --
| | Q weil, where did you see -- You say

he fired back. You mean he fired back at Sirhan?

-

A This I —— At that time I Just saw
him pull out his gun and fire. I aidﬁ‘t ——VI was halfway on
my way out at that tine. N - |

Q What pcsition was the security

guard in in posture when he fired the shot?

A This I don't know.
Q Wag e laying down?
A No.
P B S N S e i




CoRLan Yy mire Bhagl LA Yoa cnov, Lhees owan co many people
there, dt wng hapd Uo »oRldy oy o elraice to Gee dnrthitig.
dow, you indicute that the security

1

cunrd who fired the shot w.us behind the Zenator. By "behind"
do you menn between the Sonwfdr und ice machina?
A Where is Senator on that
diagram, please? .
| L. PATCHETT:
The Senator will be right in this
ares here [ INDICATING]. | o

£ Okay, well, let's —- Just for this

conversation, let's ssy the Serator is "two" over there [INDI-

CATING].
IT. PATCHETT:

weli,.if we can talk this way om |

the map --
A Yes, sir.
IT. PATCHETT:
We'll assume that the map -- Up
herce is north, down at the bottom is south, east —--
R oEgs .- -
L1. PATCHETT:
-- to your rightv and left here.

Oizay. The guard was to the east




southw:ct coinare of

10 THACHITIE

oi the

risht now?

\

BY ILT. PATCHETT:

southeast?

The other way.

the

right.

tiier north ena

_,{Q,7 £ f'J
/

Facing right ab;ut nunber two.
A Okay.
IT. PATCHETT:
At this point.
Senator is num-

£ Okuy. Then if the

ber two, tkren the guard was standing to the southeast of him.

[

Q - - - The pguard would have been to.the

No, the other —- Well, let's see.

The southwest?
Yés, south -- Be right behind him

About where number three is.

No. No. Illo. It ﬁéﬁid 08 w——

ar.ion me,

Tl i AT T W AT
Ercusa we. Jumber Two,
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pointedqy
5 ~
OUre,

I'm sorry. Zxcuse me.

WALKS TO DIAGRAM] It would ve avout right there [ INDICATING

OF DIAGRAMJ.

That would be about where the guasrd
approzinate -

£ ¢ aid, it's hard to Jjudge

distance bé@éﬁéé{'you kriow, Ii;és -~ I was, you know, over in
this area right around here [ INDICATING ON DIAGRAM].
BY MR. TRAFP: " '

Could we have tha vad where th
guard was. About?

” A3 I recall it this -- Ha was
sround behind the Senatér;

fou would put the guard then in 2

positior northeast from the Senator whicn wou

IFTITRA T A 4370 £7a




rEonl. oy
Lo levgnnor,
Am 1 r@tting you confupaal
1

o A1 right. Whera you nare tne guard 4

4]

the Senstor is diprectly 2ast “rom you --=

A He'ss in front of me.

fhﬁt vould oo eaégjﬂokay?

Right. Okaye.

Now, where would the guard be?

He would be behind the Senator.

And yédVEémindicééiﬂér;;”mm“-

To the east of me.

Right. And then a littie bit
north? North being that way fINDICATING ON DIAGRAM].

Yes, okay.

Is that correct, then?-

Yes, as I recall.

MR. TRAPP:
Q All right. Could we ~- Could we put
1 Xt!

where -— where you've indicated where the guard would
there.

Iif. PATCHETT: o

Q Would this be correct, Bud [HEFERRING
TO WITNESS SCHULMAN], richt in here [ INDICATING ON DIAGRAMI?
A | Y%nh. . A I 2 ) 4

,7f¢:,»'%n. & o, lyy Ouldo Lo eef ”/L?&fﬁxa

1 —~7

o
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