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Thcsc  vc l , l  a ( )gua inL :d  r z i t h  h rsong  sa id  hc  had  a  dcep  ha t red  fo r

Rober t  KennedJ.  The hatred datcd back to  thr  t ln . r  Kenncr ly  v /as a

co-ruse1 for tbo Smat'r Raeketc Connlttee vhich had blen looklng into

Pr.rsonsr connections rzith the ttrder.;rorLd.

A1nost lmnedlately aft:r Parsons vas naned, counsel for Strhan, he

crcatetl  a furor i :r an interrr lev tba.t vas covered by every television

staticn and nr:nspap?r in Los Ang:lcs. Farsons sa{d SlrbaD ;as 6etf ing

nall  from people "sho thought he had clone a gootl thing.tt

Deeplte that lemarkr Ruraell  Farsontr 1e6a1 quall f icatlons were tn

outstancling ord'r al. though hls age, about ?0, hardly nade hln a candldate

for a grucl l ing crlninal tr lal that vould. be the nost publtclzed ln

Anerlcan history, Tbere nas sp:culatlstr tlrat Parsons bacl bee!
J

celccte<l bccattsc the prosecutlon hatl an tronclacl ease and he vouLct be

^ thc' ltleal cholce to a-opaaI the verdict, Fareong vas an :xpert ln the
v

f ield. of evldence. He vas the author of the appeal thai 1ed to the

fanous Cahan decislon by thc U,S. Sup:enre Court whlch lalct dorm nev.gror:nd

rules governlng the use, of evidence by po1lcc an<l the pnosecutlon. '

He vas also the author of anothcr appeal that turneil  lnto a landnark ease,

thc  Caruso  i l ec i s i  on .

[/hcn Parsonc took thc Slt.h8:r ease hls ].  .gal cr"d -ntj  als were rzel l

puuI . . .^ - ; :d ,  but  past  and prcsent  eonn,-c t lon$ vere ovcr lookecl . '  The

conn.etlon wlth former poLlc'nan l l lcbr-l l  l loCwaf vas I raatter of publlc

r r { :o t 'd .  And noo;r  l lcCol ran r to t t ld  be at  Parsongt  o l .d :  1n the ro le  of

ch ic f  lnvcst lg ; ,  tor .
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In  the ' ca r l y  19+Os ,  1n  h lo  ro le  as  a  depu ty  r l t s t r i c t  a ' u to rncy ,

Parsons Ytas otre of three prosecutors asr; lgrei l  a l iccnsfurg scandal

tnvolvlng forner california llguor czar llll.lar G. E6,1|l,l,' Bonerlt

(who eventually fled to.l,lexlco) begnn playlng roug[ vben be learncd

Parsons rag on the case,t Parro,D,!.?as f irst aecused oi faleifying

bls clv1l cer.vlcc applical lon by stattng he barl nelrer been arregted.'

It res brought out that as a young ria:n lD 1929 Pargons rzas nanedl three

ttneg ln felony cor,rplalnts tlra! cbarged hfun vith lszulng bad checks.

Tho pevlous year, ln San Bernari l lao County, Farsone reportedly nade

gootl on a nu.nber of checks bornced by the lsrrk, All of the checks vere

for gnall anormte of noney.
I

St1lI agaln, tn 1927, Paraons pleatled 6ulf.ty to obtalalng property

rmder false pretenses Ltx a Vblttler Justlce Court nn(l yras glven a slx-uontb

suspendetl sentence, Respondlng to tbe chargee, Pareons aclnlttecl he

bail been flnanclalIy enbarassed tn L9?7 anil 19?8.- Ee saltt tbe

transactlong resulted fron an otl corapany be nanaged, shlch ran lnto

flnanclal trouble. ThJ+gd"a agalnet Farsons vere matle publle by

a Los Angeles elvlc leader nnmcrl Ctltlort l. qlltlt@, leader of a

po) . l t lcaL organlzat j .on naned CMC, Cl ln ton r , ' rs  a  bt t ter  po l l t lca]

foe of the i l latr lct attolney a'; that t lne, Ho l l t tc; Pnreolrs had

Flttof aupoort al l  the vay. Parsons nanaged to stay on tho cose an<l

cdunty of f lc la ls  rc fuscd to  take aet lon age. lnst  h l rn  despLto the

fa lsc Bta 'br - , r rcnt  ln  h ls  Job appI tear ,1on.
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I n  t he  l a te  I940s ,  Fa rsoneve l r t  l n ' co  p i . i . ua te  p -ac t i ee .  One  o f  h l s  na jo r

cases involved the defcnsc ln  1949 of  a  nrrnbcr  of  b lgh-ra: rk in6 Los

ADgeles policenen vho bad becn incl icted by thc grand Jury on eorruptlctr

chargcs. ?he nord. starte<I spreading that Parsons could be counted, on

yrhen a cop rrac ln trouble. '  Theu, too, thare vere rumbles that Parsong vas a

Eoutbplece for  the ' rnob,r l

In I950r tbe reforn nayor of Los Angelesr Fletcher Bo'.rron, f lnal ly

erunbled r:nder too nuch poll t ical crossfire from h1s old eneroy, the

tos /tngeles Tlmes, ard rzas elngled out for a recall  eleetion, l"otrg

tbose vho clcclded to oppose Borrron rzas attorney Rulccll hraanr.}

The runbles of nob connectlons Brev louder and flnally tbe Borzron

foi 'ees unvelled thelr most lnportant plecc of evldencc !o nake the

polnt, a lette:' Parsons h.ad vrrtt'cen ln Deceaber 1944 to tbe chlef county

probation officer 1n C1eve1antl, OnJo. IU,, tbat letter Parsons askeil'/hn 
At44 (424-

thar pnobatlon be llftect in 0h1o sn 
- 

|| al Artil, the snalL tLne bood wbo

naclr: good ae the nunler one nobstcr on thc Vost Coast aftor be noyetl to

Los Angeles, Ulctccy Cohenrs naDe y/as E legend tn 1950. Besldes

be;r'bing up other hoods rrho plckcd on Ii'i;'tlc oLd Ladico, Cohen 
I

uanaged to grrrvlve assaaslnatlon nttcmptsi kecp control of a f lowlchhf

booknaklng lndustry, antl enf orce lrha L harl to be enf orcc0 1n tbo clrcle s

of thc untierr ' ;orlcl.  So Parsoust lcttcr otr Cohcuts }ehrrl f  cane ag a n1Id

eurprlser'  part lculerly thrrt part ln rzhictr he vlo'Le sirout Coirents

' t rehabl l i ta t i .on,  
"
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^sked tc  com:rcnt  cbout  the le tLcr ,  Parsons sat r l  be coul r ' l  not  i 'ccaI l

rzl l t lng i t .  Dut he dld recall  that Cobef tra.a go'bten into sone klnd of

t rouble in  CLcveland onee upcn a t t r ,e .  (The recol i ls l  tn  Clcvelanr l  shovcd

that Cohen and one of hls fol lorzers, Pranl l t lccol l ,  had bec.a

conv-Icted of enbezzlencnt in Clcvcland ln 19/19, Parsons eruphatical ly

denied that Cohcn \ las I contrlbutor to bLs ca;rpalgr. '  ' rAg a rnattc.r of fact, "

he aalcl,  "Irn Dot very fr iendly tzitb Coben at the nome:rt.n It  vas the

contention of the Eolrron forces that the recalJ eLectlon vas fina-nced by

the unilernorld. Parso:rs na(le a pool: shovtng elcl tiat endcd hie career ln

po1 l t l c  s .

. Anong Parsons t nore fanous cli.ents vas a Local thffi kinpia, toe ''l

Sloai Defentting Stca on ehargcg of consplracy anil extortLon ll' a ease

tn rhlch thc untlerr:orld tras ac:usecl of trylng to rnuscle ln andl ta're

tl contr.ol of veltcrvelght bo1lng char;rpj on DO t6d;ltf, Parsoug described

hls cl lent as "a nel@bor vho stuck his nosc ln a fani ly affair anit got

b'urt. t'

Ag a crlnlnal a^utoraey, Parsons vag boutrd to assocl;rte vltb nerry

ehady chari.cters. But, the fact 1g thc Parcoagt record, ls one of

contradict ions. One of the gleat problcns durlng the tr lal of Slrbarr

Slrhan and t irc drrys lca<l,1ng up to 1t vas thct of cecurity, '  Supposcdly

evcry pelec):) r'rho ce.rrc 1lr contact vJ.th llrhsd sras of unLrnpeachable

character .  Yot ,  a t  Parsonst  pcrccnal  d i rec ' ; ion,  tbe nai i  c losest  to

Si lJra l r ,  thc o;1c 'J , 'J ic  vxs eot lsu l t r ' ;13r  aL h l l :  s1dc,  r r&s a coavlc tc t l  fc1on,

folrncr po1ir,,.' )fn [IoDlat lo0ooan:

(r,rOre )

# lt-
r : - .  "  N

s ' - 1  
- -



12 j ' )

Undcr  thc ] -ar . r ,  b .eause of  h ts  f  ) Io l1y reco.-d,  Nc0owan' : ' ras not

ent i t ler l .  to  ta lce the s tat :  bar  exaninat ion a. r r t l  qr r r l i fy  as an at torney.  Yet

vh:n thcre vas a pr lvate conference ln  the chanbcrs of . t r ia l  Ju, lge Uerber t

V. Y7alkc,r tnvoLvlng Slrbad l, lcColran rras alvays present.

/ .The-refpup;!hat ga'uheredl 1n cha:tbcrg also consisted of defense attorncy
C4te/e, A azt- /Jzz-*a-n_
f f i ao f l l c t zYo rk ' aE : rno fg rea td t s t i nc t1on inEas te rn

lega1 cj.rcLcs vho happr. ired to bc Jnr;Ish, an,J Graat Coop&, That

case tn ferlerarl court lnvolvlng 'bhe hlars Clnb cheating scandal bad

turnecl l l to a nlghtnarc for Coopcr, H1s cLicnt hact lost, and nov

a federal gran't jury vas lnveotigati ng Cooper an{l other eitorneys ln the

case because a copy of the secret lnt l ictnent had nad,: 1ts vay lnto

the cowtroon -- spectf lcal ly, on tbe ourscl tabl: of Grant Cooper..

stiLl anotber attorney frequ.,ntly nlcl r hls pregence fel,t in the

chanb:rs of.Jud.g: Valker, a nan vlos,: lnterest 1n th: cascl on the

surface, yras nueh grcatcr than that of t lre other ncnb:rs of the

defe-nse tcarn . Eis nanes ftll trathl[. ^
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