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Theose well acquaini~d with Parsons said hc had a deep hatred for

‘ Robert Kennedy, The hatred dated back to th: tim: Kennedy was a

counsel for the Senat: Rackets Committee which had b-en looking into

Persons! connections with the underwvorla.,

Almost Immediately aft:r Parsons was named counsel for Sirhan, he

crcated a furor in an interviev that was covered by every television

staticn and ncwspapar in Los Ang:les, Parsons said Sirhap yas getling

mail from people "who thought he had done a good thing,"

Despite that remark, Russell Parsond” legal qualifications were in

outstanding ord r although his age, about 70, hardly made him a candidate

for a gruclling criminal trial that would be +the most pudlicized in

Amgracan history,  There was sp:culation that Parsons had been

celccted becausc the prosecution had an ironclad case and he would be

Parsons wvas an cxpert in the

the 1dcal choice to anpzal the verdict.

field of evidence, He was the author of the appeal thati led to theo

femous Cahan dccision by the U,S. Supreme Court which laid dovm new ground

rules governing the use of evidence by police and the prosecution;

He wvas also the author of another appeal that turned into & landmark case,

the Caruso decision,

Vhen Pargons took the Sirhen case hils l-:gal cred-ntials were well

puol...ccd, but past and present conncctions were overlooked, The

conn-ction with former polic man Nichaul lecCowaR was a natter of public

record, And soon McCovan would be at Parsons® sid: 4n the role of

chief investipator,
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In the ecarly 1940s, in his role as a deputy district attorney,
Parsonsg was one of three prosecutors assigned s licensing scgndal
involving former California liquor czar William G, Bone}l4, Bonelli
(who eventually fled to'Mexico) began playing rough when he learncd
Parsons was on the case, Phrsonu.yas first accused of falsifying |
his civil service applicavion by stating he had never been arrested.

It wves brought out that as a young man in 1928 Parsons was named threc
times in felony complaints tha§ charged him with issuing bad checks,
The previous year, in San Bernardino County, Parsons reportedly made
good on a number of checks bounced by the bauk, All of the checks vere
for fmall anounts of money.

Still again, in 1927, Parsons pleaded guilty to obtaining property
under:false pretenses in a Whittier Justice Court and was given a six-month
suspended sentence, Responding to the charges; Parsons admitted he
had been financially embarcssed in 1927 and 1928, He said the

transactions resulted from an oil company he managed which ran into

4 14
financial trouble, ThejCdarges against Parsons were made public by

a Los Angeles civic leader namcd Clifford B, Clifitoms, leader of a
political organization named CIVIC, Clinton was a bitter political
foe of the district attorney at that time, Burton Pitte, Parsons had
Fitts® supvort all the way. Parsonc managed to stay on the case and
céunty officials refuscd to tzke action ageainst him despite the

falsc statcrnt in his job applicaiion,
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‘ In the late 1940c, Parsons went into private practice, Onc of his major
cases involved the defense in 1949 of & nuwber of high-ranking Los
tngeles policenen vho had becn indicted by the grand jury on corrupticn
charges, The word star ted sprezadins that Parsons could be counted on
whern & cop was in trouble, Then, too, thcre were rumbles that Parsons vas a
mouthpiece for the "mod," |

In 1950, the reform mayor of Los Angeles, Pletcher Bowron, finally
crumbled under too much political crossfire from his old enemy, the
Los Angeles Times, @nd was singled out for a recall election. Among
those who deccided to oppose Bowron was ettorney Ruseell Parsons.”
The rumdles of mob cannections grewv louder and finally the Bowron
forces unvelled their most important piece of evidence to make the
point, a lebter Parsons had writien in Deccaber 1944 to the chief county

. probation officer d4n Cleveland, O}%o‘.' Imjetter Par!sons asked
that probation be 1lifted in Ohio on ,4the small time hood who
madc good as the number one mobster on the Vest Coast after he moved to
Los Apgeles. Lickey Cohen's naue was a legend in 1950, Besides
beating up other hoods who picked on Little 0ld ledlics, Cohen
managed 1o survive asséssination attempts; keep control of a flourishiné
bookmeking industry, and enforce whal had to be enforccd in the circles
of the underworld.. So Parsona' letter on Cohen's beholf came as a mild
surprise; particulerly that part in which he wrole avout Cohen's

"rehabilitation,"

(more)
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Mr. #411liem Dillon
Chief Prodation Officor
Cuyahugo County
Clevolaand, Onio

Ia re ¥lokie Cohea I
Ly doar 3ir:

Ploeso be adviced thet I have known
Lr. Coheu for four or five yoars and sn also
acquainted with s pumbor of substential
PeOpPlo hero in tho oommunity with whon he is
eoquaintod and assoolates. I understang that
he 1o desirous of tormincting his prodatioa
prooecdings and I a: eure that Lis conduot
here indiocatos that he aas rehebilitntod hin-
self. Anythlng you oon 40 ror ailwm wil} be
muoh approoiated, )

Yery truly yours,

G d
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. asked tc comnent cbout the lettler, Parsons said he could not recall
wvriting it, Dut he did recall +that Coherd had gotten into sons kind of
trouble in Cleveland ouce upon a tiue, (The records in Clevelend showved
that Cohen and one of his followvers, Prank RiccolA, had becn
convicted of embezzlemcnt in Cleveland in 1649, Parsons emphatically
denied that Cohen was a contributor to his canpaign: "Ag a mattcr of fact,”
he said, "I'm not very friendly with Cohen at the moment, " It was the
contention of the Powron forces that the recall election was finznced by
the wnderworld, Parsons made a poor showing and that endcd his career in
politics,

Among Parsons' more famous clients was a local Hafid kinpin, Joe *
Sioa, Defending Sica on charges of conspiracy and extortion in a case
in which the underworld was ac-used of itrying to muscle in and taxke
control of weltcrweight boxing éhampion Pon Jordma, Parsons described
hig client as “a neighbor who stuck his nosc in a family affair and got
hurt,"

As a criminal aitormey, Parsons was bound to associate with meny
shady characters, But, the fact is thc Parcons' record is one of
contradictions, One of the great problems during the trial of Sirhan
Sirhan and the deys leading up to it was thet of security; Supposcdly
every persco: vho canc in contact with Sirherf vas of uninpeachable
character, Yet, at Parsong' perconal direction, the nan closest to
Sirhan, thc one whe was consvnily atv hic slde, wac a coavicted felon,
former policrien Biobael BoCowan
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Under the law, b-causc of his f:lony rccord, MeCowan was not
‘ entitled to take the stat: bar examination and quilify as an attorney, Yet
whon there was a private conference in the chambers of trial judge Uerbert

V. Walkcer involving Sirharf, llcCowvan wag always prcsent;

Mggrouv that gathered in chumb(.rs also consisted of defense attorney

- n of Nlaw York, a mwn of great distinction in Eastern
legal circlcs who happrned to be Jnvluh, and Grant Coopd, That
case in federal court involving the Priars Cludb cheating scandal had
turned inte a nightmarc for Coopcr, His cliont had lost, and now
a federal grand jury was investigating Cooper and other attorneys in the
case because & copy of the secret indictment had mad: i{s way into
the courtroom -- spccifically, on the munscl tabl: of Grant Cooper.
Still another attorney frequ~-ntly mad:> his presence felt in the
chamb:rs of-Judg: Walker, a man wios> interest in th- casc,l on the

surface, was much grecatcr than that of the other mcmb:rs of the

dcfense team , His name: Issa Nakhigh, *
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