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THR SIROAN D FAHS™ TiAll

According to the newspapors, ¥Russell Parsons vwas the first attorney

named to d:fend Sirhan Sirhan,” In fact, the first lawyer picked was
st lavyer picked was

Orant Cooper} the most proninent crininal lawvyer in California, Coop2r was
- R
personally chosen by A.L, Wirin, chicf counsel for the Americas civil!

PRI

Liberties Uniok in Los Anpcles, Wirin had been in constant contact with

the young Jordanian immigrant immediately folloving the assassination of
Robert Kennedy, his avowed purpose to protcct tpe sugpect'’s
congtitutional rignts and gain him a fair trial, Wirin séemed uncasy in
the role, and clearly did not want %o represent Sirhan, So the naﬁe of
Grent Cooper was agrzed upon detween Sirhan and Wirin, Accofﬁing to his
notebooks, Sirhan was fascinated with criminal cases, particularly the
. murd>r trial of a d:puty district attorney who was convicted of killing
his wife and her lover, So the name of Grant Cooper was wéll known teo
Sirhan, But Cooper's name would not be made public for avhile, He wvas
tied up in Unitod States District Courd, reprg§EEzigg_g_g;ggggggj_gg;jgg
r:ii?- cIulf cheaving scanda1?< And it was cgrced thau should Cooper's name

be link:d publicly with Sirhan, it might j:opardize his case in f:deralt
court, So som>onc, it's ot knowm exactly whom, provided the names of
several other lawycrs vho could possibly hondle the case until Cooper:

was available, fhe 1ist was takx n to Sirhan Sirhan at his jail cell, and
almost without hesitacion h: look~d at the six or scven naucs available
and sclect :d Russell Parsons, Parsong vas not as well knovm to the
public as Grant Cooper. Bul in lcgal siveles, at one time, his name

vas alnosti a lagend.
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These well acquaint~d with Parsons said hc had a deep hatred for
. Robert Ken'nedy: The hatred dated back to th> tim: Kennedy was a
counsel for the Senat: Rackets Committee which had bzen loocking into
Parsons' comnections with the underirorld.

Almost immediately ait:r Parsons was naned counsel for Sirhan, he
crcated a furor in an interview that was covered by every television
steticn and newspap2r in Los Ang:lés. Parsons said Sirhap was getiing
mail from people "who thought he had done a good thing,"

Despite that remark, Russell Pgrsond'legal qualifications were in
outstanding ord:r although his age, about 70, hardly made him a candidate
for a gruelling criminal trial that would be +the most publicized in
American history; There was sp:aculation that Parsons had bzen
selegted becausc the prosecution had an ironclad case and he would be

. the ideal choice to appzal the verdict, Pargons was an cxpert in the
field of evidence, He was the author of the appeal that led to the
famous Cahan dccision by the U,S. Supreme Court which laid dovn new ground
rules governing the use of evidence by police and the prosecutionf
He was'also the author o} another appeal that tuwrned into a landmark case,
the Caruso decision,

When Parsons took the Sirhan case his l-gal cred-ntials were well
puol...ccd, but past and present conncctions were overlooked: The
connrction with former polic man Nichaul leCowaR wag a matter of public

retord. And soon MeCowan would be at Parsons® sid: in the role of

chief investipgetor,
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i;'the'early 1940s, in his role as a deputy district atiorney,
Parsons was one of three prosecutors assigned a licensing scgndal
involving former California liquor czar Williaam G, Bone}i, Bonelli
(who eventually fled to_Mexico) began playing rough when he learncd
Parsons was on the case, Phrsoms_yas first accused of falsifying
his civil service applicavion by stating he had never been arrested,
It wes brought out that as a young man in 1928 Parsons was named three
times in felony complainis thag charged him with issuing bad checks.
The previous year, in San Bernardino County, Parsons reportedly mede
good on a number of checks bounced by the bauk, All of the checks vere
for fmall anounts of money. |

S%till again, in 1927, Parsons pleaded guilty to obtaining property
under?false pretenses in a Whittier Justice Court and was given a six-month
suspended gentence, Responding to the charges; Parsons admitted he
had been financially embarassed in 1927 and 1928, He said the
transactions resulted from an oil company he managed which ran into
‘financial trouble. Thj%%ﬁ:’%'es againgt Parsons were made public by
a Los Angeles civic 1ea&er namcd Clifford B. Clidtoné, leader of a
political organization named CIVIC, Clinton waz a bitter political
foe of the district attorney a%t that time, Burton Pitte, Parsons had
Fitts® supvort all the way, Parsons managed to stay on the casc and
c&unty officials rcfuscd to tzke action against him despite the
falac statcnmt in his job applicaiion,

g (more)

267/




69

. In the late 1940s, Parsons:went into private practice: One of his major
cases involved the defense in 1949 of a number of high-ranking Los
Angeles policemen who had been indicted by the grand jury on corruption
charges{ The word ster ted spreading that Parsons could be counted on
when & cop was in trouble, Then, too, there were rumbles that Parsons vas &
mouthpiece for the "mod," '

In 1950, the reform mayor of Los Angeles, Pletcher Bowron, finally
crumbled under too much political crossfire from his old enemy, the
Los Apgeles Times, wnd was singled out for a recall election, Among
those vho dccided to oppose Bowron was ettorney Russell Parsons.®
The rumbles of mob connections grew louder and finally the Bowron
gorces unveiled their most imporiant piece of evidencc to make the
point, a lebter Parsons had writien in December 1944 to the chief county

@ probation officer in Cleveland, Or%o‘: IWemer Parsons asked
that probation be lifted in Ohio on ) , the small time hood who
madc good as the number one mobster on the Vest Coast after he moved to
Los Angeles., lickey Cohen's nane was a legend in 1950, Besides
beating up other hoods who picked on Little olid ladies, Cohen
managed to survive assassination nttempts; keep control of a flourishing
bookmeking industry, and enforce whai had to be enforced in the circles
of the un&erworld.. 80 Parsona' letter on Cohen's behalf came as a mild

surprise; particulerly that part in vhich he wvrole auvout Cohen's

Byehabilitation,"”
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Mr. #4i{lliam Dillon
; Chief Provation Officer
Cuyahugo Couaty
Clevoland, Onio

Ia re ¥iok$e Cohen I g
Ly doar 3ir:

Ploeso be adviced thet I have known
; Lr. Cohen for four or five yoars and em also
' aocquainted with s numbor of substential
peoplo hero in the oannmunity with whon he is
soquaintod and assoolates. I understand that
' he 18 desirous of tormincting his prodvation
procecdings and I a:n sure that his sonduot :
here indioatos that he hns rehebilitnted hin-
self. Anytining you cen do Tor alw wil} be
much approoiated. .

. / Yery truly yours,
| e,
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. asked tec comnent ebout the leiter, Parsons said he could not recall
writing it., But he did recall that Cohed had gotten into some kind of
trouble in Cleveland once upon a tine, (The 1ecords in Clecvelend showed
that Cohen and one of his followvers, Frank Niccold, had been
convicted of embezzlement in Cleveland in 1949, Parsons emphatically
denied that Cohen was a contridbutor to his ca;npaigu: "Ag a matter of fact,”
he said, "I'm not very friendly with Cohen at the moment." It was the
contention of the Bowron forces that the recall election was financed by
the underworld., Parsons made a poor showing sand that endcd his career in
politics, |

Among Parsons' more famous clients was a local Hafis® kinpin, Joe *

" Sioa; Defending Sica on charges ofAconspiracy and extortion in a case
in which the underworld was ac:used of irying to muscle in and take
control of welterweight boxing éhampi on Don Jordmid, Parsons described
his client as “a neighbor who stuck his nosc in a family affair and got
hurt,"

As 2 criminal attorney, Pargons was bowrd to associate with meny
shady characters, But, the fact is the Parsons® record is one of
contradictions, One of the great problems during the trial of Sirban
Sirhan and the deys leading up to it was thet of gecurity, Supposedly
every person who canc in contact with airha:ﬁ was of unimpcachable
character, Yet, at Parsons' personal direction, the nan closest to
Sirhan, thc one whe was consvenily at hin slde, vag a coavictcd felon,
former policenen Bichael MeCowan)

(nore)

A0







